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New Data Explains Why Humans Hate The
Sound Of Fingernails On A Chalkboard

(RTTNews) - A new study may have discovered
why the sound of fingernails on a chalkboard is
so off-putting to the human ear.

According to the study, the shape of the
human ear may, in fact, amplify certain harsh
sound frequencies created by the common
classroom sound.

The study was conducted by musicologists
Michael Oehler of the Macromedia University
for Media and Communication in Cologne,
Germany, and Christoph Reuter of the
University of Vienna.

With the study, researchers also discovered
that human perception also had a major effect
on the sound of fingernails on a chalkboard.

For their research, they split a pool of test
subjects in two, telling one half they were
listening to contemporary music and the other
half the true source of the sound. Those who

thought they were listening to music rated the sound as more pleasant.

Oehler said the study produced new information about the specific
frequency range that makes the sound so displeasing to the human ear:

"We did not know the exact range," Oehler said in a news release. "The
influence of pitch information was greater than we thought."

by RTT Staff Writer
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FDA Calendar
Event
Date

Symbol Drug Name Event Name

11/13/11 IGXT.OB CPI-300 (NDA)
FDA decision on CPI-300 for

treating depression

11/12/11 PSDV
ILUVIEN (NDA
resubmission)

FDA decision on ILUVIEN for the
treatment of diabetic macular

edema

10/28/11 PCRX
Exparel

(Amended
NDA)

FDA decision on Exparel for
postsurgical pain management

10/28/11 BMY
Dapagliflozin

(NDA)

FDA decision on Dapagliflozin as a
proposed treatment of adults with

type 2 diabetes mellitus.

10/17/11 TEVA
AZILECT
(sNDA)

FDA panel to review AZILECT for
addnl indication in treating

patients with idiopathic
Parkinson's and treat the signs
and symptoms of Parkinson's
disease as initial monotherapy

and as adjunct therapy to
levodopa

More FDA Calendar Data

EDITOR ' S PICK S

Nvidia Q3 Profit Jumps; Shares Up

Merck Boosts Dividend, Trumpets Strong Late-stage Pipeline

Disney Profit Jumps 30% On Cable, Parks

Siemens Turns To Q4 Profit; Sees Moderate Revenue Growth
In FY12 - Update

Cisco Earnings Fall Yet Top Estimate

GM Q3 Profit Falls To $1.73 Bln - Update

HSBC Holdings Q3 Profit Surges, Banking Profit Down

Macy's Boosts Outlook After Snazzy Q3 Profit

Take-Two Interactive Slips To Q2 Loss; Affirms FY12 Outlook

Adobe To Cut About 750 Jobs
MOST R EA D

Nortel Posts Profit In Q3

Yell Group H1 Profit More-than Doubles, Despite Lower
Revenues - Quick Facts

Cisco Systems Q1 Profit Down - Quick Facts

RadNet Buys United States Imaging Operations Of CML
HealthCare - Quick Facts

Sina Slips To Loss In Q3; Provides Q4 Non-GAAP Revenue
Outlook - Quick Facts

After-market Movers For Nov 8 (YHOO, PANL, ADBE, ATVI,
NILE, TTWO, ROVI, POWL)

Chesapeake Granite Wash Trust Prices IPO At Low End Of
Range

Activision Blizzard Q3 Profit Surges; Lifts FY11 Outlook -
Quick Facts

Balfour Beatty Announces $470 Mln U.S. Air Force Deal -
Quick Facts

Pre-market Movers For Nov 9-PANL, SODA, YONG, GM,
ADBE, NILE, ROVI, RL, STEC, M
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RadNet Buys United States Imaging Operations Of CML
HealthCare - Quick Facts

CSC Slips To Loss In Q2; Updates FY12 Outlook - Quick
Facts

Christopher & Banks Plans To Close About 100 Stores -
Quick Facts

Cape Plc Q3 Overall Revenue Rises 15% - Quick Facts

MAKO Surgical Q3 Loss Widens, Misses View; Shares Down

Merck Boosts Dividend, Trumpets Strong Late-stage Pipeline

Reports: Vivendi's Universal Music In Advanced Talks To
Acquire EMI Music Unit

Morgan Stanley Infrastructure Sells 50% Interest In SAESA
Group - Quick Facts

Toll Brothers Q4 Homebuilding Revenue, Net Signed
Contracts Rise

Benchmark Names Gayla Delly To Succeed Cary Fu As CEO -
Update
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