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There are few natural sounds more irritating that fingernails on a
chalkboard, with the possible exception of Styrofoam™ cups
rubbing together, a squeaky door hinge, or a dentist's drill. What
seems to set the sound of fingernails on a chalkboard apart from
other irritants is the apparent universality of it. Few people living
on the planet can avoid cringing in absolute agony as the
high-pitched scraping noise begins, and everyone is relieved when
the event is over. No one can say with any scientific certainty why
the sound of fingernails on a chalkboard is so incredibly irritating,
but there are a number of interesting theories.

Some believe the sound of fingernails on a chalkboard is similar to
an animal's high-pitched screech indicating danger to the rest of its
group. Macaque monkeys, for example, have been known to emit a
warning noise of relatively the same pitch and duration of the
dreaded fingernails on a chalkboard sound. It has been suggested
that humans react to the sound instinctively, creating a "fight or
flight" response.
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. Anyone who has ever scraped

fingernails against a chalkboard is not likely to forget the
experience. As the fingertips drag across the rough surface of the
chalkboard, a number of nerve endings are stimulated, and not
necessarily in a good way. When people hear the sound of
fingernails on a chalkboard, it is highly likely they will have a
sympathetic response and identify with the unpleasant sensations
accompanying the sound.
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Sometimes it's a matter of harmony versus disharmony, auditorily
speaking. Many people are very sensitive to changes in pitch or
frequency. A guitar with one string out of tune can disrupt an entire
performance, for example. The attention signals generated by local
television stations are often irritating for a reason. The emergency
signal has been detuned in order to stand out from normal
background noises. The ultimate in irritating and detuned
harmonics is most likely the sound generated by fingernails on a
chalkboard. There is simply nothing remotely harmonious about

that screeching, abrasive sound, so we react strongly whenever

Subscription

Learn something new

every day by email Umstandsabendkleider  GrofRe Auswahl und tolle Farben jetzt

More Info... bei babywalz online bestellen
www.baby-walz.de/Abendkleider

Ausbildung Ihre Fachschule fur Ausbildung und
m Nagelmodellage Weiterbildung in Dusseldorf

www.alternamedica.de

Free AntiVirus Download Multipler Test Gewinner - F-Secure.
Kostenlose Vollversion fur 30 Tage.
de.f-secure.com/Trial

WaveScape Innovative Schallortung mit
Technologies WaveScape's akustischer Kamera.

www.wavescape-technologies.com

Related Videos

13.11.2011 12:57



http://www.wisegeek.com/why-is-the-sound-of-fingernails-on-a-chalkboard-so-irritating.htm

How to Survive a How to Make Towels
Zombie Apocalypse Last

Related wiseGEEK Articles

Medical Tourism News Sound on Sound
Medical Lift Chairs Non Medical Homecare

How Do | Treat Peeling Fingernails?

What are Acrylic Fingernails?

What are Acrylic Nail Tips?

What is a Chalkboard Eraser?

What is Cacophony?

Why Is Adjusting to New Co-Workers Sometimes Difficult?
What is the Mosquito Teen Repeller?

Magnetic Cylinder Sensors for linear actuators Regular and
Sensors Hazardous Location
www.canfieldconnector.com

Medical Grade Thin Athena T3319FWi 19inch integrated
Client 1,6GHz consumes less then 30Watt !
www.athena-europe.com

Medical Device FDA 510k Human Factors 3-Day
Regulation Seminar/Workshop

MedicalDeviceHumanFactors.com
Dry Erase flexable Eco-friendly, dry erase rolls economical
sheets sustainability

www.dryeraseforless.com

Discuss this Article

anonl154329 | The sound doesn't bother me at all. However, lots
Post 7 | of sounds that other people don't seem to even
notice, bother me very much.

anon108812 | | actually like this sound and it's a plus for me that
Post 6 | it bothers people. | think i would fight in the danger
situation.

anonl05376 | Some flash-bang stun grenades generate a
Post 5 | similar sound.
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I'm a little surprised that there was no mention
about the slight similarity between the sound of
fingernails scraping a chalkboard and the sound
of a baby in distress, and similar cries of distress
in humans. It makes for an interesting
psychoevolutionary bit of information.

| really wish all of these articles would cite their
sources when possible; it would make great
additional reading and would give credibility to the
claims in these articles.

| have clawed a chalkboard before and | will
never, ever do it again. It was awful!

| don't even need to hear it, all | need is to think
about it and the hair on the back of my neck
stands and | get a shiver down my spine.
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My ears started hurting while | read this article!

¥ Post your comments

13.11.2011 12:57




